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“O Son of God, born of the Virgin,  
Save us who sing to you, alleluiaÓ  
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Boston Greek Orthodox leader shares 
experience of papal trip 

On: 12/12/2014,  By Christopher S. Pineo , In: Local 
 

 
 

Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Methodios is pictured in his Brookline office 
Dec. 5. Pilot photo/Christopher S. Pineo 

BROOKLINE -- Metropolitan Methodios, leader of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of 
Boston, recently returned from a trip to Istanbul, Turkey where he witnessed first-hand a 
historic meeting between Pope Francis and Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
of Constantinople. 

Metropolitan Methodios spoke with The Pilot Dec. 5 about his experience of this 
important ecumenical moment. 

"Catholicism and Orthodoxy are blessed, in our days, with two leaders that are visionary, 
that care about the voice of the Church. In a world that is fragmented by division, hatred, 
and war, here are two men that are leading their churches by example, and I hope God 
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gives them both many years to live to continue leading us to what is God's will," the 
metropolitan said. 

In Turkey from Nov. 24 through Nov. 30, the metropolitan of Boston was there for the 
Orthodox synod and the entirety of Pope Francis' visit, which took place from Nov. 28 
through Nov. 30. 

"It was a blessing for me. This was the second time I have served on the Orthodox synod 
in Constantinople, and both times I happened to be there when a pope visited," said 
Metropolitan Methodios. 

In a tradition established after the Second Vatican Council, the pope and the patriarch 
normally send delegations to their counterpart each year for the celebrations of the 
mutual feast days of their patron saints -- the Catholic patronal feast of Sts. Peter and 
Paul on June 29 and the Orthodox patronal feast of St. Andrew on Nov. 30. This year, 
Pope Francis traveled to Turkey personally. 

"His humility and his kindness just emanate from this man's presence. He just has a 
beautiful smile. He is humble," Metropolitan Methodios said. 

In Turkey Metropolitan Methodios was present at liturgies celebrated by Pope Francis at 
Istanbul's Catholic Cathedral of the Holy Spirit and Patriarch Bartholomew at the 
Patriarchal Church of St. George. Patriarch Bartholomew celebrated the Divine Liturgy 
for the Feast of St. Andrew, both leaders gave remarks, and the two issued a joint 
statement. 

"They made it clear in both their elocutions, and in the joint statement, that they are 
going to urge an international theological dialogue between Orthodox and Catholic 
theologians. They are urging them to continue striving for theological unity," 
Metropolitan Methodios said. 

Enthroned as the bishop of Boston in 1984, Metropolitan Methodios has experience on 
ecumenical matters at a both a local and international level. Metropolitan Methodios 
currently serves as co-chair of the North American Orthodox-Catholic Theological 
Consultation. 

Metropolitan Methodios noted that while meetings and collegiality between a pope and a 
patriarch connote improved relations between the two Churches, they do not by 
themselves recreate the unity the Church had in the first thousand years before the Great 
Schism. 

"We would love to be able to commune together, to come to the table of the Lord and 
share the sacrament, but we cannot do that unless we have worked out the various issues 
that still exist," he said. 
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To restore the unity that existed, he said, work must be done at lower levels in and 
between the Catholic and Orthodox communities. 

"Before you get to the top floor, you have to take the elevator up, stop along the way, and 
have your embrace open to the theology of both sides, work together, study the 
documents, go back to the seven ecumenical councils, and how the Fathers of the Church 
from all over the world were able to come together and place the foundations of Christian 
beliefs. That has to be done again, now, and I think it is," he said. 

He said the work of unifying the Church should continue, and the example set by the pope 
and patriarch should be reflected by the clergy in the churches. However, he noted that 
the ecumenical patriarch does not have the same unilateral power as the pope. 

"He does not have the same authority as the pope of Rome in the Catholic Church. The 
ecumenical patriarch is the first among equals. He is the patriarch of 'New Rome,' which 
is Constantinople, and he convenes the Holy Synod, which is comprised of the other 
patriarchs and leaders of the autocephalous Orthodox Churches, but decisions are made 
collegially. The patriarch of Constantinople cannot intervene in the affairs of the Church 
of Alexandria, or Antioch, or Russia for that matter," Metropolitan Methodios said. 

Metropolitan Methodios has worked alongside Cardinal Se‡n P. O'Malley for years on 
matters of Catholic and Orthodox unity in matters of faith and sometimes in the public 
square. 

The two men also jointly led a group of Boston Catholics and Orthodox to Rome and 
Constantinople on pilgrimage in 2007; in 2012 the metropolitan joined Cardinal O'Malley 
in an interreligious coalition against a push to legalize physician assisted suicide. 

"We speak at each other's divine services in order to assure the congregations -- both the 
Catholic congregations and the Orthodox congregations -- that we're still  unfortunately 
not united 100 percent, but we are working towards that," he said. 

Metropolitan Methodios said the mutual respect demonstrated by the two leaders should 
be reflected throughout Catholicism and Orthodoxy. He particularly referenced the 
humili ty demonstrated in a widely publicized photo of Pope Francis receiving a blessing 
from Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. 

"I think that Bartholomew respects and loves Francis like a brother. It's something that 
should be replicated by all of us on the local level, between myself and Cardinal O'Malley, 
between bishops in Detroit, and California, in Los Angeles, and all over the world. If we 
showed that humility and that leadership, I think our people would follow," he said. 
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Joint Declaration of His Holiness Pope Francis and His 
All -Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Barthol omew 
(November 30, 2014)  

We, Pope Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, express our profound gratitude 
to God for the gift of this new encounter enabling us, in the presence of the members of the 
Holy Synod, the clergy and the faithful of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, to celebrate together 
the feast of Saint Andrew, the firstÐcalled and brother of the Apostle Peter. Our 
remembrance of the Apostles, who proclaimed the good news of the Gospel to the world 
through their preaching and their witness of martyrdom, strengthens in us the aspiration to 
continue to walk together in order to overcome, in love and in truth, the obstacles that divide 
us. 

On the occasion of our meeting in Jerusalem last May, in which we remembered the 
historical embrace of our venerable predecessors Pope Paul VI and the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras, we signed a joint declaration. Today on the happy occasion of this further 
fraternal encounter, we wish to reÐaffirm together our shared intentions and concerns. 

We express our sincere and firm resolution, in obedience to the will of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to intensify our efforts to promote the full unity of all Christians, and above all 
between Catholics and Orthodox. As well, we intend to support the theological dialogue 
promoted by the Joint International Commission, instituted exactly thirtyÐfive years ago by 
the Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios and Pope John Paul II here at the Phanar, and which is 
currently dealing with the most difficult questions that have marked the history of our 
division and that require careful and detailed study. To this end, we offer the assurance of 
our fervent prayer as Pastors of the Church, asking our faithful to join us in praying "that all 
may be one, that the world may believe" (Jn 17:21). 

We express our common concern for the current situation in Iraq, Syria and the whole 
Middle East. We are united in the desire for peace and stability and in the will to promote 
the resolution of conflicts through dialogue and reconciliation. While recognizing the efforts 
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already being made to offer assistance to the region, at the same time, we call on all those 
who bear responsibility for the destiny of peoples to deepen their commitment to suffering 
communities, and to enable them, including the Christian ones, to remain in their native 
land. We cannot resign ourselves to a Middle East without Christians, who have professed 
the name of Jesus there for two thousand years. Many of our brothers and sisters are being 
persecuted and have been forced violently from their homes. It even seems that the value of 
human life has been lost, that the human person no longer matters and may be sacrificed to 
other interests. And, tragically, all this is met by the indifference of many.  As Saint Paul 
reminds us, "If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honoured, all 
rejoice together" (1 Cor 12:26). This is the law of the Christian life, and in this sense we can 
say that there is also an ecumenism of suffering. Just as the blood of the martyrs was a seed 
of strength and fertility for the Church, so too the sharing of daily sufferings can become an 
effective instrument of unity. The terrible situation of Christians and all those who are 
suffering in the Middle East calls not only for our constant prayer, but also for an 
appropriate response on the part of the international community. 

The grave challenges facing the world in the present situation require the solidarity of all 
people of good will, and so we also recognize the importance of promoting a constructive 
dialogue with Islam based on mutual respect and friendship. Inspired by common values and 
strengthened by genuine fraternal sentiments, Muslims and Christians are called to work 
together for the sake of justice, peace and respect for the dignity and rights of every person, 
especially in those regions where they once lived for centuries in peaceful coexistence and 
now tragically suffer together the horrors of war. Moreover, as Christian leaders, we call on 
all religious leaders to pursue and to strengthen interreligious dialogue and to make every 
effort to build a culture of peace and solidarity between persons and between peoples. We 
also remember all the people who experience the sufferings of war. In particular, we pray 
for peace in Ukraine, a country of ancient Christian tradition, while we call upon all parties 
involved to pursue the path of dialogue and of respect for international law in order to bring 
an end to the conflict and allow all Ukrainians to live in harmony. 

Our thoughts turn to all the faithful of our Churches throughout the world, whom we greet, 
entrusting them to Christ our Saviour, that they may be untiring witnesses to the love of 
God. We raise our fervent prayer that the Lord may grant the gift of peace in love and unity 
to the entire human family. 

"May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be 
with all of you" (2 Thess 3:16). 

From the Phanar, 30 November 2014 
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Ό όσιος και θεοφόρος πατήρ Ιουστίνος γεννήθηκε στις 25 Μαρτίου του 1894, ξηµερώµατα του 
Ευαγγελισµού στην πόλη Βράνιε της νοτίου Σερβίας. Ό πατέρας του ονοµαζόταν Σπυρίδων και ή 
µητέρα του Αναστασία. Κατά την βάπτιση έλαβε το όνοµα Ευάγγελος. Ή οικογένεια του πατέρα 
του ήταν εκ παραδόσεως ιερατική και είχε δώσει στην ορθόδοξη Εκκλησία τουλάχιστον επτά 
ιερωµένους. Αυτό εξάλλου φανερώνει και το επώνυµο Πόποβιτς=Παπαδόπουλος. Από µικρός 
είχε την τάση προς τα πνευµατικά. Διάβαζε το Ευαγγέλιο, Συναξάρια Αγίων και Πατερικά 
συγγράµµατα. Το 1914 αποφοίτησε από τη Θεολογική Σχολή του Αγίου Σάββα στο Βελιγράδι 
αλλά ο πρώτος παγκόσµιος πόλεµος τον διέκοψε. Το 1916 έκάρη µοναχός και ονοµάστηκε 
Ιουστίνος. Αµέσως µετά σπούδασε στην Αγία Πετρούπολη (Ρωσία) και το 1919 έγινε καθηγητής 
θεολογίας στο Σρ"µσκυ Κάρλοβτσι. Έπειτα σπούδασε στην Αθήνα όπου έγινε διδάκτορας 
γράφοντας διατριβή για τον Άγιο Μακάριο τον Αιγύπτιο. Εν συνεχεία δίδαξε θεολογία στο 
Κάρλοβτσι στην Πριζρένη και στο Μοναστήριο (Βίτολα). Το 1930 εργάστηκε σαµ ιεραπόστολος 
στη Τσεχοσλοβακία. Το 1934 έγινε καθηγητής Δογµατικής στη Θεολογική Σχολή του 
Βελιγραδίου και δίδαξε εκεί µέχρι το 1945 οπότε απολύθηκε από το κοµµουνιστικό καθεστώς. 
Τότε αποσύρθηκε στη Μονή Τσέλιε όπου έζησε και εργάστηκε για 31 χρόνια µέχρι την κοίµησή 
του εν Κυρίω στις 25 Μαρτίου, 1979. Εκεί επετέλεσε ένα τεράστιο συγγραφικό έργο που 
συµπεριλαµβάνει την περίφηµη τρίτοµη Δογµατική του, τους 12 τόµους Βίων Αγίων, και τους 7 
τόµους της Ερµηνείας της Καινής Διαθήκης. Το παρόν άρθρο είναι από το βιβλίο του !"#$%&'( 
)*+ ,-."#$%&'(  που εκδόθηκε στα ελληνικά το 1969 και θεωρείται κλασσικό έργο ορθόδοξης 
θεολογικής σκέψης. Η Ιερά σύνοδος της Σερβικής Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας τον κατέταξε µεταξύ 
των Αγίων τον Μάρτιο του 2010. 
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Mottos: ÒIn Christianity truth is not a philosophical concept nor is it a theory, a teaching, 
or a system, but rather, it is the living theanthropic hypostasisÑ the historical Jesus Christ 
(John 14:6). Before Christ men could only conjecture about the Truth since they did not 
possess it. With Christ as the incarnate divine Logos the eternally complete divine Truth 
enters into the world. For this reason the Gospel says: ÒTruth came by Jesus ChristÓ 
(John 1:17).Ó 

ÒThe first truth of Orthodoxy is that man does not exist for the sake of man, but for the 
sake of God or, more fully, for the sake of the God-man. Therefore, we stay with the God-
man in the name of man. In Him alone is an understanding of manÕs being possible; in 
Him alone is a justification for manÕs existence possible. All the mysteries of heaven and 
earth are attained in this truth, all the values of all the worlds that man can contemplate, 
all the joys of all the perfections that man can attain.Ó 

(St Justin Popovich of Celije  in ÒOrthodox Faith and Life in Christ) 
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DECEMBER 25  

THE NATIVITY OF OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST  

 
Apolytikion of the Nativity of our Lord . Fourth Tone.  

 
Your birth, O Christ our God, dawned the light of knowledge upon the earth. 
For by Your birth those who adored stars were taught by a star to worship You, 
the Sun of Justice and to know You, Orient from on High. O Lord, glory to You.
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